Note Values

Basic Notes

Name Value Note Rest

Semibreve 4 crotchets o - o

whole note

Minim 2 crotchets GJ

half note i r?
Crotchet 1 crotchet J J

guarter note 3 r r
Quaver 1/2 of a

eighth note crotchet ~ D b D b D D D D
Semiquaver 1/4 of a
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Dotted Notes

A dot after a note makes it
half as long again
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Dona Nobis Pacem — Mozart?
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Time Signatures

4 #=—=  Number of beats in each bar
4 4—  Symbol length of each beat

Simple Time

In simple time the beats are subdivided by two.

This time signature represents 4
crotchet (or quarter) notes per bar.
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Compound Time

In compound time the beats are subdivided by three (usually quavers but not always).
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Clefs and Staff

Staff
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A set of five lines which are used in conjunction with a clef to provide a means of notating
pitch. Noteheads are placed on the lines or spaces of the staff. In choral music there can be
any number of staffs linked together, see examples below:
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Clefs

The treble clef is also known as the ‘G’ clef.
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Every Good Boy Does Fine
The bass clef is also known as the ‘F’ clef.
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[JOHN] HILTON, “COME FOLLOW ME" (edited by Gordon ]. Callon, copyright 1999)
(The Catch Club or Merry Companions, [1762], no. 93)
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